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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

 

    
Seventy-five per cent of internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) want to return home, but are 

unable to do so mainly due to the perception 

of absence of administrative authorities and 

security forces in their home areas, according 

to a “Return Intention Survey” by the 

International Organization for Migration. The 

survey also indicates that 43 per cent of the 

IDPs have been in displacement since 

December 2013, about 19 per cent are  

displaced since September 2015 and 15 per 

cent had returned home before being 

displaced once more. 

 

CONGO   
 

            

 

The Congolese authorities have granted aid 

group Caritas access to the southern Pool 

department where security forces have been 

carrying out bombardments against positions 

of a former rebel leader. The mission is 

expected to provide more information about 

the humanitarian impact of the security 

operations. The UN Secretary-General Ban 

Ki-moon has voiced concerns over possible 

civilian casualties and displacements. Access 

to Pool region has been restricted because of 

the ongoing operations. In the capital 

Brazzaville, almost all those displaced by the 

gun battles earlier this month have returned 

home. 
 

NIGERIA 
 
 

 
 

The Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for 

the Sahel, Toby Lanzer, on 12 April urged 

donors to increase their support to UN 

agencies and non-governmental 

organizations that are increasing their 

footprint in the north-eastern Borno State, 

which is hosting some 1.6 million people 

displaced by Boko Haram violence. Just 12 

per cent of the US$248 million needed this 

year for humanitarian operations in north-

eastern Nigeria has been provided. 
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The number of children used by Boko Haram 

as suicide bombers has risen ten fold in one 

year, and more than 75 per cent of them are 

girls, UNICEF said in a report released on 12 

April.  Forty-four children were involved in 

suicide bombings in 2015, up from four the 

previous year. Between January 2014 and 

February 2016, Cameroon recorded the 

highest number of suicide attacks involving 

children at 21, followed by Nigeria with 17 

and Chad with 2.  Over the past two years, 

nearly 1 in 5 suicide bombers was a child.  

 

EBOLA VIRUS DISEASE (EVD)  

 
 

 

No new cases were reported in the week 

ending on 17 March from Guinea and 

Liberia, where seven and three confirmed 

cases have been reported respectively so 

far. WHO and the ministries of health of the 

two countries have established an 

epidemiological link between the Ebola 

cases in Guinea and Liberia. Response is 

continuing in both countries to curb further 

spread of the virus. WHO has said that 

Ebola transmission in West Africa no longer 

constitutes an extraordinary event, that the 

risk of international spread is now low, and 

that countries currently have the capacity to 

respond rapidly to new virus emergences. 
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